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SQ29/H/01 Mandarin (Traditional)
Reading and Directed Writing

Date — Not applicable

Duration — 2 hours and 10 minutes

Total marks — 40

SECTION 1 — READING — 30 marks
Attempt ALL questions.

Write your answers clearly, in English, in the answer booklet provided. In the answer booklet
you must clearly identify the question number you are attempting.

SECTION 2 — DIRECTED WRITING — 10 marks

Choose ONE scenario and write your answer clearly, in Chinese (Traditional), in the answer
booklet provided. In the answer booklet you must clearly identify the scenario number you are
attempting.

You may use a Chinese dictionary.

Use blue or black ink.

Before leaving the examination room you must give your answer booklet to the Invigilator;
if you do not, you may lose all the marks for this paper.
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SECTION 1 — READING — 30 marks

Read the whole article carefully and then answer, in English, ALL the questions that follow.

The article is about Jim Wilson, a Scottish student who is studying Chinese.
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Word list:
@5 to tell the difference
G to guess
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MARKS
Questions

Re-read lines 1—12

1. According to the writer, there are many different reasons why people want to study
Chinese.

(@) What are the most common reasons given for people wanting to study Chinese?
State two reasons. 2

(b) What did Jim Wilson’s father say to him when he was ten years old? Give two
details. 2

(c) Why did Jim decide to study Chinese? State any three reasons. 3

Re-read lines 13—25

2 (a) Why did Jim send lots of e-mails to China? 1
(b) How did he feel when he got a reply from Wang Lili, a Chinese girl? 1

(c) Wang Lili mentions the Chinese characters for sad and happy. What does she
say about them? 1
(d) How did Jim feel when he did what Wang Lili asked him to do? 1

Re-read lines 26—32

3. The writer did various things to improve his Chinese.
(@) When did he go to classes? 2
(b) What else did he do to help improve his Chinese? Give two details. 2

4., What does the writer say he would like to do now and what are the benefits? State
three details. 3

5. Now consider the article as a whole. The title seeks to promote the benefits of
learning Chinese. Does Jim as the writer, give the impression that his experience
supports this? Justify your answer with reference to the text. 2

6. Translate into English:
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SECTION 2 — DIRECTED WRITING — 10 marks

Choose one of the following two scenarios.

SCENARIO 1: Employability

Last summer you worked in China.

You have been asked to write a report in Chinese (Traditional) for your school/
college magazine about your work experience.

You must include the following information and you should try to add other relevant details:

Where you worked and what you did
Why you applied for this job
What you thought about the job

Why you would recommend this experience to anyone

You should write approximately 180—250 characters.

OR

SCENARIO 2: Culture

Last weekend, you and your Chinese friend went to see a Chinese film.

You are asked to write a report about this in Chinese (Traditional).

You must include the following information and you should try to add other relevant details:

Where you saw this film and how you travelled to the cinema
What you liked about the film
Describe a character who appeared in the film

Why you would recommend this film to friends

You should write approximately 180—250 characters.

[END OF SPECIMEN QUESTION PAPER]
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